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OUR VISION FOR FRISBY ON THE WREAKE  

The Parish Council sees it as part of its role to promote Frisby on the Wreake and to take or strongly 

influence local decisions that will serve the best interests of the community in the years to come. 

A Neighbourhood Plan cannot be used to prevent development and we have been very clear from the outset 

that Frisby on the Wreake embraces new development but wishes to control and channel it in the interests of 

the local community. Having a Neighbourhood Plan gives us the opportunity to identify the best ways to 

deliver development, directing it towards what the local community needs and wants, while protecting our 

natural environment and cultural assets and ensuring a more sustainable future for ourselves and future 

generations. 

Sustainable development is not only necessary but desirable, as without it our community may stagnate. 

However, we want to influence and direct the shape and nature of the development and where within our 

Community it takes place. 

This Plan has been prepared, following extensive consultation, by members of the community alongside the 

Parish Council with these goals in mind. We have embraced the National Planning Policy Frameworkôs core 

principle of ña presumption in favour of sustainable developmentò and have approached our task as a 

ñcreative exercise in finding ways to enhance and improve the place in which we live our livesò. 

 

Councillor Dr Ron Thew 

Chair, Frisby on the Wreake Parish Council 

May 2017 
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INTRODUCTION TO NEIG HBOURHOOD PLAN NING  

Frisby on the Wreake is an attractive and popular place in which to live. 

We value the contribution from our community members who want to make Frisby on the Wreake better for 

future generations. The community engagement and enthusiasm for the Neighbourhood Plan has been both 

inspiring and extremely positive.       

Neighbourhood Planning was introduced by the Localism Act 2011 and provides communities with the 

opportunity to shape the future development of their Town or Parish by putting in place a Neighbourhood 

Plan. 

In December 2015, Frisby on the Wreake Parish Council applied to Melton Borough Council for the 

designation of the Frisby on the on the Wreake Neighbourhood Plan Area. This designation was made on 8th 

February 2016 and work on the Frisby on the Wreake Parish Neighbourhood Plan began. 

The Neighbourhood Plan has been produced by an Advisory Committee, appointed by and reporting to the 

Parish Council, following careful consideration of numerous consultation exercises and responses from the 

community and a wide variety of local stakeholders. Detailed consideration has also been given to other 

sources including local survey information and higher-level planning policies and guidance. 

The draft Neighbourhood Plan reflects community-wide observations, comments, concerns and aspirations 

about planning, development and related issues for the period up until 2036. 

The plan makes provision for 78 new residential allocations on 2 specific sites adjacent to the existing built 

up area to meet the housing requirements of Melton Borough Council. These development site allocations 

and subsequent drafting of the Neighbourhood Plan reflect the clear results of the parish consultations and 

Limits to Development questionnaire, and are the preference of the community. 

Once made, the Neighbourhood Plan will form part of the statutory development plan alongside the borough-

wide Local Plan being produced by Melton Borough Council. We are grateful to Officers at Melton Borough 

Council and to the wider community for their involvement in the development of this Plan.  

 

Lisa Bailey 

Chair, Frisby on the Wreake Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Committee  

May 2017 
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 WHY NEIGHBOURHOOD PL ANS ARE IMPORTANT  

The right for communities to prepare Neighbourhood Plans was established by the Localism Act 2011 and 

the rules governing their preparation were published in 2012. The National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF) 1states that a Neighbourhood Plan gives the community ñdirect power to develop a shared vision for 

their neighbourhood and deliver the sustainable development they needò (NPPF para 183). 

A Neighbourhood Plan is an opportunity for local people to create a framework for delivering a sustainable 

future for the benefit of those living, working or visiting the area. The Frisby on the Wreake Neighbourhood 

Plan will ensure the neighbourhood gets the right types of development in the right locations. It also 

establishes planning policies in areas related to housing, the environment, community facilities, the local 

economy and transport that will be used in determining decisions on planning applications across Frisby on 

the Wreake. A Neighbourhood Plan must be based on evidence of community engagement and consultation 

and how the views, aspirations, wants and needs of local people have been taken into account alongside 

stakeholder comment, new evidence and statistical information to justify the policies contained within the 

Plan. 

A Neighbourhood Plan is part of the statutory Development Plan for the area and this statutory status gives it 

far more weight than other local documents such as parish plans or village design statements. However, a 

Neighbourhood Plan must also be compatible with European legislation, have regard for national policies 

and are in general conformity with existing local strategic planning policy. Whilst every effort has been 

made to make the main body of this Neighbourhood Plan easy to read and understand, the wording of the 

actual policies is necessarily more formal so that it follows these statutory requirements, known as óbasic 

conditionsô. 

 COMMUNITY  VALUES   

Parishioners overwhelmingly want to retain the sense of living in a village. They want to live in a rural 

environment that is: 

Friendly and vibrant 

¶ This is how we would describe our parish. Our community genuinely cares for one another and the 

wellbeing of all the parish residents is a key village attribute. It could be said that our community 

embraces ñwatching out for our neighboursò as our modus operandum.  

¶ There are numerous social activities and clubs within the parish that underpin the strong and vibrant 

sense of involvement and community spirit.  

Rural   

¶ As Frisby on the Wreake is nestled in an area of Leicestershire that is classed as particularly 

attractive countryside and it benefits from stunning and panoramic views, unsurprisingly our 

community has a strong desire to protect our rural heritage. 

                                                     

1 The National Planning Policy Framework published on 27 March 2012 setting out the Governmentôs planning policies 

for England  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/planning-reforms-will-deliver-local-growth-with-community-support--2


Frisby on the Wreake:  Neighbourhood Plan  

Page 7 of 86 

 

Peaceful 

¶ Peaceful is how most residents would describe the parish, through its tranquil rural nature, and the 

gentle flowing of the nearby river Wreake. 

¶ Affordable  

¶ Our community would ask developers to be mindful of our parish age profile and provide plans that 

include starter homes for the young and appropriate housing for our elderly. 

Beautiful 

¶ Un-spoilt is how our community would like parish life to remain. The community will embrace 

developments that are mindful of this in their developments approach. 

¶ Sustainable across all the spectrums 

¶ Preserving the heritage of the Frisby on the Wreake community for generations to come is key to the 

wellbeing and continued success of our parish and all the residents who reside here. 

Traditional &  Unchanged  

¶ Our parish has an ñearthyò and ñoldò feel. Listed buildings nestle in harmony with medieval and 

newer ñold styleò ones. This is an approach we would like to preserve. We have families who have 

lived here for generations, as well as newcomers. Frisby on the Wreake is viewed as a lovely place 

to live.  

Green  

¶ We care deeply about our environment, our wildlife and continued protection of our green spaces. 

Developments that enhance our ecology, wildlife protection and green spaces will be received well. 

 

Residents place particular value on: 

¶ Main Street, which provides a central focus for the parish and tells visitors that they have arrived 

here. 

¶ The Shop/Post Office, where our whole community can meet friends and have coffee, do food and 

household shopping, manage their finances. For our elderly community, this is a lifeline and highly 

valuable. 

¶ The Churches (both Church of England and Methodist) where our community has a choice of 

denominational services and spiritual guidance. 

¶ The Bell Inn, a meeting place for friends, clubs, groups and a vibrant and important social gathering 

place for the community. 

¶ The Village Hall, which is host to most of the social activities for the parish, with many clubs and 

societies using this facility for regular gatherings and functions. 

¶ Our sense of community, which remains traditional but friendly and inclusive across the 

demographic spectrum. 

¶ Being surrounded by countryside, with fields and a river full of wildlife, is something our 

community wants to protect actively. The community derives a sense of well-being from our 

beautiful surroundings. 
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 INTRODUC ING THE NEIGHBOURHOOD  PLAN 

The policies in the Plan have regard for the NPPF and are in general conformity with the saved policies in 

the Local Plan for Melton Mowbray that was adopted in 1999, whilst considering the evidence and emerging 

strategies within the draft Local Plan, particularly in relation to housing requirements. Due reference has 

been made to the Areas of Separation, Settlement Fringe Sensitivity and Local Green Space Study 20152. 

Once the Frisby on the Wreake Neighbourhood Plan is in place, the Melton Borough Council Planning 

Officers, and ultimately the Planning Committee, will be required to refer to the Neighbourhood Plan 

(alongside the Boroughôs own Local Plan) and check whether the proposed development is in keeping with 

the policies the community has developed. 

There are some restrictions on what Neighbourhood Plans can achieve. For example: 

¶ They cannot promote less development than is set out in the Local Plan; 

¶ They deal essentially with land use issues; 

¶ They cannot address enforcement issues. 

The Frisby on the Wreake Neighbourhood Plan sets out policies for the years up to 2036 (in line with the 

timescale for the draft Local Plan) that will ensure that our area develops and grows in a way that is 

sustainable economically, socially and environmentally, and which enhances and improves the community in 

which we live. 

It is important to note that not having a Neighbourhood Plan does not mean that development will not 

happen. Development will still take place but without the effect of policies in this Plan, which set out the 

type of development that is in keeping with our areaôs character. Decisions will instead be based solely on 

Borough-wide policies rather than local criteria. 

The Parish Council took the decision to form a Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Committee (NPAC) to take 

the process forward in 2015. Its mandate was to define and drive the process, consult with the local 

community and deliver the Plan. Terms of reference were agreed for the group. 

There were a number of open meetings to inform the community and to gauge opinion about the appetite to 

undertake a Neighbourhood Plan. The meeting in December 2015 was well attended and there was broad 

agreement for commencing a Neighbourhood Plan. Over 30 people put their names forward at this meeting 

to be part of an advisory committee to drive the process forward.  In January 2016, the Neighbourhood Plan 

Advisory Committee (NPAC) was formed.  

Under the direction of the NPAC, a consultation event was held in March 2016 to explain the reasons for 

preparing an NP and to gather the initial views of residents about what was good about Frisby on the Wreake 

and what needed to change. The Advisory Committee/Steering Group continued to meet and to liaise with 

Officers from Melton Borough Council over the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan and the evolving housing 

distribution options being considered as the draft Local Plan took shape.  

Working parties were established to consider the detail of the emerging Neighbourhood Plan and these 

groups undertook field work and had several meetings to produce the evidence needed. Questionnaires were 

sent to Parishioners to gather information about a range of issues, and work was undertaken to consider 

suitable sites for housing and to put forward candidate sites for consideration as Local Green Space 

                                                     

2 Melton Borough Areas of Separation, Settlement Fringe Sensitivity and Local Green Space Study 2015 by Influence 
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designations. 

Policy areas began to emerge and throughout the plan development process open events have taken place 

with community consultation to report to the local community on progress and to enable the broader 

stakeholders to comment on the policy themes being developed. Throughout the Planôs development we have 

also liaised with Officers from MBC to ensure not only that our policies are in general conformity with the 

existing Local Plan but are also unlikely to conflict with policies being progressed in the draft Local Plan 

which is scheduled to be adopted in 2017. We have also sought evidence from Leicester County Council 

experts in archaeological heritage, ecology and highways. 

The draft Neighbourhood Plan is now ready to be put forward to the public and to statutory bodies for a six-

week consultation period. Agreed amendments will be incorporated into the draft Plan prior to being 

submitted to Melton Borough Council who will publicise it for a further six weeks and then forward it with 

accompanying documents and all representations made during the publicity period to an independent 

Examiner who will review it and check that it meets the óBasic Conditionsô. 

If the Plan passes this stage successfully, with any modifications, it will be put forward for referendum. 

Everyone who lives in the Parish of Frisby on the Wreake and is on the electoral role will be entitled to vote. 

The referendum question will be a straight ñyesò or ñnoò on the entire Plan, according to Neighbourhood 

Planning Regulations. 

People will not be able to vote for or against individual policies. If 50% or more of those that vote are in 

favour of the Neighbourhood Plan, it will be brought into force and become part of Borough-wide planning 

policy. 

Frisby on the Wreakeôs Heritage 

Frisby on the Wreake has been a settlement since medieval times. It is thought that the first habitation was by 

Frisians (Germanic/Danish origin) who arrived in the ninth or tenth centuries. The village is situated in the 

Wreake Valley, 4 miles from Melton Mowbray north of the A607.The name ñWreakeò is a result of this 

Anglo-Saxon settlement, coming from ñWrecanò which means to have revenge. Alternative meanings are 

that Wreake means ñserpentò or to meander. It is thought that the valley was the site of at least one 

Saxon/Viking battle. 

The topography is of initially broad flat river valley floor leading to an agricultural landscape with networks 

of hedgerows, small copses of woodland and fields with extensive areas of historic ridge and furrow. The 

land then rises steeply to the south of the village to meet the A607. Set within an area of particularly 

attractive countryside, the parish of Frisby on the Wreake has been a site of human occupation for thousands 

of years.  There is a wealth of evidence of settlements from different ages carved into the landscape. Portable 

finds range from Bronze Age spear fragments to Leicestershireôs only socketed axe and a sword, both from 

the Stone Age, and numerous Roman coins. There may even have been a small Roman town in the parish.  

The agriculture around the parish was based on the great field system where parishioners farmed strips of 

land on several different fields to avoid anyone having all the best or worst land. When this system closed in 

the 18th century, parishioners were each given blocks of land. Those who were poor sold their holdings and 

hence fewer but larger farms emerged. The blocks had been planted with hawthorn so these hedgerows are 

no older than 250 years. The hedgerows along the roads forming the medieval parish boundaries are much 

older. These old fields have extensive ridge and furrow and contribute to the historical rural landscape which 

we have all around. 

Until the opening of the turnpike road in 1810 (now the A607), Frisby on the Wreake was on the main 

highway from Leicester to Melton Mowbray. There were three inns: Old Star Inn which had also been a 
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butcher and slaughterhouse which then became Old Star Cottage. The Black Horse Coaching Inn which 

closed in 1974 still has examples of false bricked-up windows which was done to avoid the window tax of 

1777. Lastly The Bell public house opened in 1759. 

The parish had around 400 inhabitants and was largely 

self-sufficient in the C18. There was a miller, baker, 

wheelwright, tailor, carpenter and shoemaker. The 

slaughter-house and butcher (Mr. Skinner) was in 

Skinnerôs Yard. The blacksmith was at the old post-

office. Water was obtained from 43 private pumps and 

from the communal village pump which is listed and is 

situated opposite the wall of The Limes. The men were 

employed on the land and at Holwell 3 miles away. 

Transport was on foot, bicycle, barge (Wreake 

Navigation and Melton Mowbray Canal) and by train. 

Frisby on the Wreake railway station was beside the 

present-day signal box. The old school (now the 

playschool) opened over 100 years ago and the Methodist church was built in 1885. 

The oldest building remaining in the parish is the Church of St Thomas of Canterbury (Thomas a Beckett) 

built between 1200-1500 and restored in 1854. It is part of the parish of the Upper Wreake which includes 

Rotherby, Hoby, Ragdale, Brooksby and Kirby Bellars. The large church bell was given to the parish in 

1823. To announce the death of a resident it tolled 3 times. A small bell was then rung 3 times for a man and 

twice for a woman; then as many times as the personôs age. During the eighteenth century, the parish 

acquired the reputation of the ñGretna Green of the Midlandsò for the large number of out of area weddings 

performed. 

Pilgrims used to come to the parish to honour St Thomas. The Pilgrimôs Cross (now known as the market 

cross or village cross) used to stand near the junction of Water Lane and Main St in what was the market 

place. This was moved in 1980 to accommodate traffic. A ñtime-capsuleò is buried under the original site. A 

second cross, situated above the village by the A607, is the Stump cross. This is thought to have been a 

medieval preaching post or to have been used to delineate the village boundary. Both are listed and 

scheduled under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979. 

The parish boasts several other listed buildings. 

Frisby mill was cited in the Domesday Book of 

1086. Although the mill and locks are destroyed, 

Mill House and Mill Lock Bridge are listed. The 

oldest building in the parish besides the church is 

the 600-year-old Tithe Barn which stands in what 

used to be The Gables farm (also listed).  

The Parish was enclosed in 1760 when tithes were 

commuted. Zion House was built in 1725, originally 

as anò academy for young gentlemenò, (the first 

Frisby school). The adjacent cottage was inhabited 

by George Davenport, a highwayman who was 

hanged for murder in 1797. His ghost is still said to ride from Brooksby into Frisby on the Wreake down 

Rotherby Lane. Zion House is grade II listed and the one of the very few thatched properties remaining in the 

parish. 

Figure 1: St Thomas of Canterbury Church  

Figure 2: Gables Farm  
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In present times, Frisby on the Wreake is categorized as an Area of Particularly Attractive Countryside. The 

parish has won a regional section of the Calor Best Kept Village of the Year Award in 2005. It has many 

listed historic buildings and attractive green spaces and wide verges, many planted with daffodils which add 

to the rural, tranquil atmosphere of the parish. 

 

Figure 3: Church Lane 
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Designated Area for Neighbourhood Plan 

Frisby Parish Council made an application to designate the parish as a Neighbourhood Plan Area on the 14th 

December 2015, in order to begin preparing a Neighbourhood Plan. The statutory six-week consultation 

period ran from 24th December 2015 until the 5th February 2016. No representations were received on the 

application. Melton Borough Council approved the Area Designation on 8th February, 2016. 

This area comprises the whole of the Parish of Frisby on the Wreake in the Melton Borough within 

Leicestershire. This is a rural area and the parish is surrounded by open countryside. Frisby on the Wreake 

has a defined conservation area that has some fine examples of local stone, brick and slate buildings.  The 

scope of the Neighbourhood Plan includes the Parish boundary as shown in figure 4.  

Figure 4: Scope of Neighbourhood Plan  

 




































































































































